
Eugene K. Pettis is the Co-Founder and Senior Partner of Haliczer
Pettis & Schwamm, residing in the Fort Lauderdale office. For 37
years, Eugene has represented an impressive number of
individual clients in civil trial matters and has also represented
many corporate and public sector clients. He handles a range of
complex cases, with a primary focus on representing plaintiffs in
the areas of medical malpractice, personal injury and commercial
litigation. 

Eugene has the historic and laudable designation as the first
African American President of The Florida Bar. In his role at the
helm of The Florida Bar, which governs nearly 100,000 attorneys,
he provided visionary leadership and brought a passion for giving
back to his profession and his community. Eugene spearheaded
an assortment of initiatives while President, including the
conceptualization of the still active William Reece Smith
Leadership Academy, a multi-session training program designed
to help a diverse and inclusive group of lawyers become better
leaders.

Eugene is a highly sought-after speaker who has used his
engaging and enthusiastic style to motivate thousands. He is also
the host of the Can We Talk? 360° podcast. Eugene's "Can We Talk
360°" interview sessions and "Motivational Moments" solo sessions
are podcasts created to "provide a safe space where we can
openly, honestly, candidly and authentically discuss different

perspectives and viewpoints on an array of topics that impact humanity."

He has two daughters, the oldest a litigation attorney in Orlando and the youngest recently received
her doctoral degree in child psychology.

Admissions

Florida
U.S. District Court, Southern District of Florida
U.S. District Court, Northern District of Florida
U.S. District Court, Middle District of Florida

Eugene K.
Pettis

Co-Founder and
Senior Partner

epettis@hpslegal.com
Phone: 954-523-9922

https://www.floridabar.org/the-florida-bar-journal/eugene-k-pettis-first-african-american-president-of-the-florida-bar/#:~:text=Now%20the%2052%2Dyear%2Dold,whatever%20he%20chose%20to%20be.
https://www.floridabar.org/the-florida-bar-journal/eugene-k-pettis-first-african-american-president-of-the-florida-bar/#:~:text=Now%20the%2052%2Dyear%2Dold,whatever%20he%20chose%20to%20be.
https://www.floridabar.org/about/academy/
https://www.floridabar.org/about/academy/
https://canwetalk360.blubrry.net


Honors

Listed, The Best Lawyers in America (2010-2024)

Lawyer of the Year, Plaintiff Medical Malpractice (2017 & 2023)
Lawyer of the Year, Personal Injury Defense (2018)
Lawyer of the Year, Employment Law - Individuals, Miami (2013)

Listed, Florida Super Lawyers (2006-2023)
Rated, Martindale-Hubbell, AV Preeminent®
Recipient, T.J. Reddick Legacy Achievement Award, T.J. Reddick Bar Association (2023)
Recipient, University of Florida Levin College of Law, UF Law Distinguished Service Award
(2020)
Recipient, Attorney at Law Magazine, Legal Legend Award (2019)
Recipient, The Florida Bar, Henry T. Latimer Inclusion Award (2018)
Listed, Florida Trend Magazine, Florida 500
Listed, South Florida Legal Guide (2013-2022)
Listed, Florida Trend Magazine, Florida Legal Elite (2020-2022)
Listed, Fort Lauderdale Illustrated, Top Lawyers of 2022

Medical Malpractice Law
Personal Injury Litigation

Recipient, South Florida Business Journal, Ultimate CEO Award (2014)
Recipient, Fort Lauderdale Chapter of the American Board of Trial Advocates (ABOTA), Trial
Lawyer of the Year (2013)
Recipient, Urban League of Broward County, Margaret Roach Humanitarian Award (2012)

Professional Associations

Fellow, American College of Trial Lawyers
Member, American Board of Trial Advocates (ABOTA)
Member, The Florida Bar, Special Committee on Opportunity in the Practice of Law
Member, The Florida Bar, Trial Lawyers Section
Member, Broward County Bar Association
Past President, The Florida Bar

Community and Civic Organizations

Member, University of Florida Foundation, Executive Board and Life Member
Member, University of Florida Levin College of Law, Board of Trustees
Member, ClubCorp, Board of Governors

Education

University of Florida Levin College of Law, JD (1985)
University of Florida, BS (1982)

https://www.bestlawyers.com/lawyers/eugene-k-pettis/108721
https://profiles.superlawyers.com/florida/ft-lauderdale/lawyer/eugene-k-pettis/6b36e8e5-1562-4f17-b86a-e909e150f644.html?npcmp=slb:badge:sl_badge:6b36e8e5-1562-4f17-b86a-e909e150f644:story
https://www.martindale.com/attorney/mr-eugene-keith-pettis-779575/
https://www.law.ufl.edu/in-the-news/uf-law-2020-alumni-awardees
https://www.law.ufl.edu/in-the-news/uf-law-2020-alumni-awardees
https://attorneyatlawmagazine.com/legal-legend-eugene-pettis
https://www.floridabar.org/the-florida-bar-news/pettis-wins-latimer-diversity-award/
https://floridatrend500.com/law/eugene-pettis/
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20130131005989/en/Fort-Lauderdale-Chapter-of-American-Board-of-Trial-Advocates-Installs-Attorney-William-R.-Clayton-as-President-during-Judges%E2%80%99-Night
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20130131005989/en/Fort-Lauderdale-Chapter-of-American-Board-of-Trial-Advocates-Installs-Attorney-William-R.-Clayton-as-President-during-Judges%E2%80%99-Night
https://online.actl.com/actlssa/censsacustlkup.result_page?p_cust_id=&p_key=D9E7154558F24800
https://www.abota.org/Online/Chapters/FLABOTA/Online/Chapters/FLA_ABOTA.aspx?errorpath=%2FOnline%2FChapters%2FFLABOTA%2FOnline%2FChapters%2FFLA_ABOTA.aspx&WebsiteKey=cf62e51b-adeb-4305-b268-feec25031834&hkey=b987ac2c-620a-49b3-9b0a-d146bedfdce3
https://www.floridabar.org/about/cmtes/cmtes-me/special-committee-on-opportunity-in-the-practice-of-law-in-florida/
https://www.uff.ufl.edu/board/executive/
https://www.clubcorp.com/Touchscreens/Tower-Club-Fort-Lauderdale/Sidebar-Zone/Board-of-Governors


News

"Healthcare Equity - Pastor John White, Attorney Eugene Pettis," Good Morning Miramar (April
2023)
"Lawyer, advocate, judge reflect on diversity as Lee's only Black judge leaves office," News-Press
(December 2022)
"How to Combat Healthcare Disparity?," South Florida Times (October 2022)
"How Can You Combat the Issue of Healthcare Disparity?," Westside Gazette (October 2022) 
Service To Others, The Secret To Success, Legal Talk Network Podcast (December 2021)
"Special Committee On Opportunity in the Practice of Law Sets its Path," The Florida Bar
(October 2021)
"Broward school district joins lawsuit against vaping companies," SunSentinel (July 2020)
"Maintaining Legal Decorum in the 'New Normal'," Florida Bar News (April 2020)
"Point of View: A diverse Florida Supreme Court if Worth the Wait," The Palm Beach Post
(February 2020)
"Building a Gold Reputation," LegalFuel Practice Resource Center for The Florida Bar Speaker
Series (May 2019)
Eugene Pettis Speaks About the Firm, HPS Video Series (February 2019)
"RX Warning: Quitting Diversity Efforts Too Soon May Result in Harmful Relapse," The Florida Bar
Journal (June 2018)
"Broward board pushes for straw vote on assault rifle ban," SunSentinel (March 2018)
"New lawsuit claims Hollywood nursing home was negligent," Local10.com (September 2017)
"Failing to Protect Our Elderly: Blame for All After Hollywood Deaths," Daily Business Review
(September 2017)
"Haliczer, Pettis & Schwamm, P.A.: The Plaintiff's Firm That Understands the Defense," South
Florida Legal Guide (September 2017)
"Visionary Man: Eugene Pettis' plan to lift others up the ladder," Florida Super Lawyers Magazine
(June 2017)

Events

Can We Talk? 360° (ongoing podcast)
Judicial Harmony: Meeting Lawyers’ Desires with Courtroom Finesse, Advanced Litigation
Excellence Conference, Nova Southeastern University, March 2024
The Litigator’s Playbook: Winning Moves in Civil Litigation, Advanced Litigation Excellence
Conference, Nova Southeastern University, March 2024
Healthcare Disparity in Our Community: A Black History Month and Beyond Conversation, New
Mount Olive Baptist Church Facebook Live, February 2024
The Role of the Black Church in Eradicating Health Disparities in the Black Community, The
Celebrated Central District Conference, February 2024
General Body Meeting Featured Speaker, Wilkie D. Ferguson, Jr. Bar Association, January 2024
Building a Gold Reputation, Broward SAO Leadership Academy, December 2023
2nd Boys in Bowties with B.R.A.I.N.S. Event, McArthur High School, October 2023
Mountmentum & HPS Presents: How Can You Combat the Issue of Healthcare Disparity in Your
Community?, New Mount Olive Baptist Church, October 2023

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gna6anilXAI
https://www.news-press.com/story/news/2022/12/22/judge-archie-hayward-jr-lees-only-black-judge-finishes-term-dec-31/10720259002/
https://www.sfltimes.com/opinion/how-to-combat-healthcare-disparity
https://thewestsidegazette.com/how-can-you-combat-the-issue-of-healthcare-disparity/
https://legaltalknetwork.com/podcasts/new-solo/2021/12/service-to-others-the-secret-to-success/
https://www.floridabar.org/the-florida-bar-news/special-committee-on-opportunity-in-the-practice-of-law-sets-its-path/
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/florida/fl-ne-broward-schools-vaping-20200716-wian2aq7tfbvhbennvcxt2j3fy-story.html
https://www.floridabar.org/the-florida-bar-news/maintaining-legal-decorum-in-the-new-normal/
https://www.palmbeachpost.com/opinion/20200204/point-of-view-diverse-florida-supreme-court-is-worth-wait
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-8V6gFHEXF4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TOKvHcM1OnE
http://digitaleditions.walsworthprintgroup.com/publication/?m=34365&i=496667&p=20
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-florida-school-shootings-broward-gun-proposals-20180314-story.html
https://www.local10.com/news/2017/09/28/new-lawsuit-claims-hollywood-nursing-home-was-negligent/
https://www.law.com/dailybusinessreview/sites/dailybusinessreview/2017/09/28/failing-to-protect-our-elderly-blame-for-all-after-hollywood-deaths/?back=law
https://www.sflegalguide.com/haliczer-pettis-schwamm.html
https://www.superlawyers.com/florida/article/visionary-man/310d98a5-91a0-449a-a571-463f1458c3c8.html
http://www.canwetalk360.com/
https://vhfcnba.wildapricot.org/event-5555534
https://vhfcnba.wildapricot.org/event-5555534
https://www.facebook.com/EugeneKPettis/posts/pfbid02hWRddGAwKunPpbQ4qnb5Bfi7vtnMBcAzanVNC6GYbZZBVWJCT49Ar99Q6QRqjDFnl
https://www.flipsnack.com/66BB9699E8C/thank-you-4/full-view.html
https://www.facebook.com/reel/699108532254657
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLoO5K201ahJum8wkCm7KGyhW8GjUg9eRo
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLoO5K201ahJum8wkCm7KGyhW8GjUg9eRo


Kingdom Konversation - Healthcare Equity w/Attorney Eugene Pettis, The Immanuel Temple,
May 2023
The Black Male Think Tank Series: Breakthrough to Excellence, T.J. Reddick Bar Association,
April 2023
What's Happening in Florida Civil Courts - Hear from Civil Administrative Judges from Around
the State, Miami Dade Bar Florida Law Con, March 2023
Healthcare Disparity Breakfast Community Discussion, HPS and Mt. Olive Baptist Church,
January 2023
Inclusion, Diversity and Engagement, Florida Bar Association Elder Law Annual Update 2023,
January 2023
New "Improved Resolution" Rules, 2022 Bench & Bar Convention, May 2022
Diversity & Inclusion Empower Hour, OCBA and the Young Lawyers' Section, October 2021
Curated Discussions with Bar Leaders, The Florida Bar Leadership Academy's Limited Liability
Leadership Podcast, July 2021
Equity & Equality Within our Legal Practice, Community and Beyond, Broward County Bar
Association, February 2021
Looking Back, Moving Forward: Conversations with Past & Present Florida Bar & Young Lawyer
Leaders, The Florida Bar, June 2020
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https://fb.watch/kjulCuRCfe/
https://www.tjreddickbar.com/event-details/the-black-male-think-tank-series-breakthrough-to-excellence
https://www.floridalawcon.com/
https://www.floridalawcon.com/
https://www.floridabar.org/event/elder-law-annual-update/
https://www.browardbar.org/calendar/?msclkid=abb26026c26711ec80bff845b00eb3f3#!event/2022/5/13/2022-bcba-bench-and-bar-convention
https://www.facebook.com/events/880-n-orange-ave-orlando-fl-32801-1015-united-states/ocba-yls-diversity-and-inclusion-empower-hour/2970433323169386/
https://limitedliabilityleadership.buzzsprout.com/?fbclid=IwAR2e0dGSjm8KdcXSM1tnEeW0UfO8s37udbIGBIVVllApKRSZd8W2TmOCXMY
https://www.browardbar.org/calendar/#!event/2021/2/4/webinar-can-we-talk-equity-equality-within-our-legal-practice-community-and-beyond-8221
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oq6-tp88Q8g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oq6-tp88Q8g

